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What more shall I say to you ? This morning, before four, I
was immersed in thought. Surendra1 had put a question to me: what
was the utmost I expected of him ? And of Devdas ? Of Chhotalal2
as well ? Instead of telling you what I expect of each one of you
individually, let me tell you what I expect from you all It is
that you should observe to perfection our first and last vow, the
vow of truth- We must sincerely practise what we believe to be the
means of moksha. Working accordingly, you should carry out as
well as you can the aims with which the Ashram has been estab-
lished and bring all glory to it. The Ashram will be judged
by your actions and your character. It has been established
for the service of India and, through it, of one's atman. We
have many critics. Critics there will always be, but their criti-
cism need not make us nervous, provided we are faithful to our vow
of truth, the first and the last of our vows. If we were indulging
in hypocrisy and fraud, it would have been a different matter.
But I am sure no one has a doubt that our aim is anything but
truth. The Ashram is the sum-total of the character of us all. I
wish, therefore, that every one of us has so high a character that the
sum-total will be large enough. I keep a constant vigil to observe
how far I live up to, or can live up to, the vow and I find many
failings in me. I cannot tell whether I shall succeed in getting rid
of them in this present life. Whatever shortcomings have developed
in you or in the Ashram have come to be there solely because of me,
I want you, therefore, to pray to God to free you and me of our
failings and grant me success in my mission. I will strive to be
worthy of the love you bear me and the veneration you show to-
wards me- I pray to God that He may grant me the necessary
strength- May you, too, succeed in doing your duty! I pray that
we, you and I, may be of help to one another. What else shall I
say ? Your devotion will not fail to have its reward- Go, therefore,
and let each of you occupy himself or herself with his or her duty,
[From Gujarati]
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* Surendralal, a member of Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad.
He served as a teacher in Gandhiji's school at Barharwa, Champa ran.
2 Chhotalal, a member of Satyagraha Ashram, Sabarmati, He was a
weaving toaster and teacher of Hindi in Gandhiji's school at Barharwa,
Champaran,